
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Survey of Likely 2016 Voters in Washington 
Conducted September 29 – October 3, 2016 

N = 500; Margin of Error 4.4% 

 
 
 

Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.          STUDY 16-440 

DNR = Volunteered response, do not read 
* indicates responses totaled 0.4% or less 

 
Hello, may I please speak with (NAME ON LIST)?  My name is __________ from __________, a public opinion polling firm. We are conducting a survey 
about some issues people have been talking about lately. We’re not selling anything and I will not ask for a donation at any time. The survey will take 
only a few minutes. All responses will be anonymous and used only for research purposes. This call may be monitored for quality assurance. 

 
 

SCREENING 
 
1. Are you at least 18 years old and registered to vote at your current address in Washington State? (IF YES) Which of the following best 

describes your age? Just stop me when I read the right category. (READ LIST)  
 
 18-24 ..................................................................... 8% 
 25-34 ..................................................................... 14 
 35-49 ..................................................................... 24  
 50-64 ..................................................................... 30 
 65+ ........................................................................ 24 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. TERMINATE 
 Not old enough / Not registered / Not WA .............. TERMINATE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. As you may know, there will be an election in few weeks for governor, U.S. Senate, congress, and other local offices. How likely are you to 

vote in the election in a few weeks? Would you say…? (READ LIST) 
 
 Almost certain ........................................................ 91% 
 Probably ................................................................ 5 
 About 50-50 ........................................................... 4 
 Not very likely ........................................................ TERMINATE 
 Not likely at all........................................................ TERMINATE 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. TERMINATE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. To start, generally speaking, would you say that things here in Washington state are heading in the (ROTATE:) < right direction> or < wrong 

direction?> (IF MIXED OPINIONS) If you had to choose between the two, would you say (ROTATE:) < right direction> or < wrong 
direction?>? 

 
 RIGHT DIRECTION ............................................... 56% 
 WRONG DIRECTION ............................................ 36% 
 
 Right direction ........................................................ 47% 
 Mixed opinions, lean right direction ........................ 9 
 
 Mixed opinions, lean wrong direction ..................... 5 
 Wrong direction ...................................................... 32 
  
 Mixed opinions, no lean ......................................... 5 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 2 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Now, I’m going to read you a list of some public figures and organizations you may have heard of and I’d like you to tell me whether you have a very 
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of each one.  If you don’t recognize the name or if you recognize the 
name but do not have an opinion, please just say so and we will move to the next name.  Here is the first one… (CLARIFY BETWEEN NO OPINION 
AND DON’T RECOGNIZE) 

RANKED BY TOTAL FAVORABLE 
 

RANDOM ROTATE ALL 
TOTAL 

FAV 
TOTAL 
UNFAV 

Very 
Fav 

SW    
Fav 

SW 
Unfav 

Very 
Unfav 

No 
opin 

Don’t 
recog. 

DK/ 
REF 

4.             Barack Obama 57% 40% 44% 13% 8% 32% 3% -% *% 

5.             Patty Murray  57% 30% 36 22 10 20 8 5 1 

6.             Jay Inslee  51% 31% 23 28 12 19 12 5 1 

7.             Hillary Clinton 49% 48% 27 21 9 40 3 - - 

8.             Donald Trump 31% 63% 17 15 7 56 6 - - 

9.             Bill Bryant 23% 12% 8 15 7 5 30 32 3 

10.           Chris Vance  12% 8% 4 8 5 4 26 48 5 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CANDIDATE RACES 
 
Now turning to the election… 
 
11. If the election for President were held today, and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you be voting for… (ROTATE)  
 

 Democrat Hillary Clinton 

 Republican Donald Trump 
 
(PUSH TO MAKE CHOICE) Well, if you were voting today, which way would you would be leaning? 

 
 CLINTON ............................................................... 50% 
 TRUMP .................................................................. 33% 
 
 Clinton ................................................................... 49% 
 Lean Clinton .......................................................... 1 
 
 Lean Trump ........................................................... 2 
 Trump .................................................................... 31 
  
 Other candidate (DNR) .......................................... 10 
 Wouldn’t vote / skip presidential (DNR) .................. 3 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 4 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. What if the election for President were held today and the candidates were… (ROTATE)  
 

 Democrat Hillary Clinton 

 Republican Donald Trump 

 Libertarian Gary Johnson 

 Green Party candidate Jill Stein 
 
…for whom would you be voting? 
 
(PUSH TO MAKE CHOICE) Well, if you were voting today, which way would you would be leaning? 

 
 CLINTON ............................................................... 47% 
 TRUMP .................................................................. 31% 
 JOHNSON ............................................................. 10% 
 STEIN .................................................................... 4% 
 
 Clinton ................................................................... 46% 
 Lean Clinton .......................................................... 1 
 
 Trump .................................................................... 30 
 Lean Trump ........................................................... 1 
  
 Johnson ................................................................. 9 
 Lean Johnson ........................................................ 1 
  
 Stein ...................................................................... 4 
 Lean Stein ............................................................. * 
  
 Other (DNR) .......................................................... 3 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 6 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. If the election for US Senate were held today, and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you be voting for… (ROTATE)  
 

 Democrat Patty Murray 

 Republican Chris Vance 
 
(PUSH TO MAKE CHOICE) Well, if you were voting today, which way would you would be leaning? 

 
 MURRAY ............................................................... 57% 
 VANCE .................................................................. 36% 
  
 Murray ................................................................... 55% 
 Lean Murray .......................................................... 2 
 
 Lean Vance ........................................................... 3 
 Vance .................................................................... 33 
  
 Other candidate (DNR) .......................................... 1 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 6 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. If the election for Governor of Washington were held today, and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you be voting for… (ROTATE)  
 

 Democrat Jay Inslee 

 Republican Bill Bryant 
 

(PUSH TO MAKE CHOICE) Well, if you were voting today, which way would you would be leaning? 
 
 INSLEE ................................................................. 50% 
 BRYANT................................................................ 40% 
 
 Inslee ..................................................................... 48% 
 Lean Inslee ............................................................ 3 
 
 Lean Bryant ........................................................... 3 
 Bryant .................................................................... 37 
  
 Other candidate (DNR) .......................................... 2 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 8 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BALLOT MEASURES 
 
Now I’d like to read you a few proposals that voters will be able to vote on in the upcoming election and then ask how you think you will vote on each 
one.  Please listen carefully. 
 
15. This proposal is called Measure 1433 and concerns labor standards.  Here is the text of what will be on the ballot. 
 
 This measure would increase the state minimum wage to eleven-dollars in 2017, eleven-dollars-and-fifty-cents in 2018, twelve-dollars in 2019, 

and thirteen-dollars-and-fifty-cents in 2020, require employers to provide paid sick leave, and adopt related laws. 
 

If the election were held today and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you vote to support or oppose this proposal? (PROBE) Will 
you definitely <support/oppose> or only probably? (IF UNSURE)  If you were voting right now, which way would you be leaning? 
 

 SUPPORT ............................................................. 62% 
 OPPOSE ............................................................... 37% 
 
 Definitely support ................................................... 42% 
 Probably support .................................................... 15 
 Lean support .......................................................... 4 
 
 Lean oppose .......................................................... 2 
 Probably oppose .................................................... 10 
 Definitely oppose ................................................... 25 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 2 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Here is the next one.  This proposal is called Measure 1491 and concerns court-issued extreme risk protection orders temporarily preventing 

access to firearms.  Here is the text of what will be on the ballot. 
 
 This measure would allow police, family, or household members to obtain court orders temporarily preventing firearms access by persons 

exhibiting mental illness, violent, or other behavior indicating they may harm themselves or others. 
 

If the election were held today and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you vote to support or oppose this proposal? (PROBE) Will 
you definitely <support/oppose> or only probably? (IF UNSURE)  If you were voting right now, which way would you be leaning? 
 

 SUPPORT ............................................................. 79% 
 OPPOSE ............................................................... 17% 
  
 Definitely support ................................................... 55% 
 Probably support .................................................... 19 
 Lean support .......................................................... 5 
 
 Lean oppose .......................................................... 3 
 Probably oppose .................................................... 6 
 Definitely oppose ................................................... 8 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 4 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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17. Here is the last one.  This proposal is called Measure 732 and concerns taxes.  Here is the text of what will be on the ballot. 
 
 This measure would impose a carbon emission tax on certain fossil fuels and fossil-fuel-generated electricity, reduce the sales tax by one 

percentage point and increase a low-income exemption, and reduce certain manufacturing taxes. 
 

If the election were held today and you were filling out your ballot right now, would you vote to support or oppose this proposal? (PROBE) Will 
you definitely <support/oppose> or only probably? (IF UNSURE)  If you were voting right now, which way would you be leaning? 
 

 SUPPORT ............................................................. 42% 
 OPPOSE ............................................................... 37% 
 
 Definitely support ................................................... 19% 
 Probably support .................................................... 19 
 Lean support .......................................................... 4 
 
 Lean oppose .......................................................... 5 
 Probably oppose .................................................... 12 
 Definitely oppose ................................................... 19 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 21 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now thinking about the race for president… 
 

ONLY READ IF CLINTON OR TRUMP 
 
18. Is your vote primarily a vote in favor of <Clinton/Trump> or is it mostly a vote against <Clinton/Trump>? 
 
  Clinton Trump 

  Voters Voters 

 In favor of candidate .............................................. 59%  66%  48% 

 Against other candidate ......................................... 38  32  48 

 -- 

 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 3  2  4 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I’m going to read you a list of a few issues facing the country.  Regardless of which presidential candidate you support overall, please tell me which 
candidate you think will do a better job on each specific issue – Clinton or Trump. 
 

RANKED BY MARGIN 
 

RANDOM ROTATE ALL CLINTON TRUMP MARGIN Both Neither DK/ REF 

19.             Public education 59% 26% 33 3% 7% 4% 

20.             Social issues, such as abortion and gay marriage 59% 28% 31 2 8 3 

21.             Foreign policy 59% 31% 28 1 7 3 

22.             Jobs and the economy 49% 41% 9 2 6 2 

23.             Fighting terrorism 49% 42% 7 1 5 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Now I’d like you to rate Governor Jay Inslee on a variety of issues here in Washington state.  For each one, please tell me if you strongly approve, 
approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the job he is doing on that issue. 
 

RANKED BY TOTAL APPROVE 
 

RANDOM ROTATE ALL 
TOTAL 

APPROVE 
TOTAL 
DISAPP 

Strong 
Approve 

Approve Disapp 
Strong 
Disapp 

DK/ 
REF 

24.             Environmental issues 59% 26% 19% 40% 19% 7% 15% 

25.             Jobs and the economy 58% 30% 15 43 20 10 12 

26.             Standing up for people like you 50% 33% 18 32 20 14 17 

27.             Addressing education funding 43% 39% 13 30 27 12 18 

28.             Transportation issues 42% 43% 12 29 28 15 15 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now turning to some public policy issues… 
 
29. Would you support or oppose banning the sale of military-style, semi-automatic rifles in Washington, such as AK-47’s and AR-15’s?  (PROBE)  

Is that strongly <support/oppose> or only somewhat?  (IF UNSURE) Which way would you say you lean? 
 
 SUPPORT ............................................................. 55% 
 OPPOSE ............................................................... 43% 
 
 Strongly support ..................................................... 46% 
 Somewhat support ................................................. 7 
 Lean support .......................................................... 1 
 
 Lean oppose .......................................................... 2 
 Somewhat oppose ................................................. 8 
 Strongly oppose ..................................................... 33 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 2 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. In order to fight climate change, would you support or oppose phasing in stronger limitations or new taxes on carbon emissions, even if it 

would gradually increase the cost of living in Washington?  (PROBE)  Is that strongly <support/oppose> or only somewhat?  (IF UNSURE) 
Which way would you say you lean? 

 
 SUPPORT ............................................................. 48% 
 OPPOSE ............................................................... 46% 
 
 Strongly support ..................................................... 29% 
 Somewhat support ................................................. 15 
 Lean support .......................................................... 4 
 
 Lean oppose .......................................................... 3 
 Somewhat oppose ................................................. 14 
 Strongly oppose ..................................................... 29 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 6 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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31. On another topic, the Washington Supreme Court has ordered the Legislature to fully fund basic education, as required by the state 

constitution. In order to comply, the state would need to spend at least $1.75 billion more per year on education.  Which of the following best 
represents your view on how the legislature should fund the additional $1.75 billion for education?  Is it… (PINWHEEL ROTATE) 

 
 ONLY OR MOSTLY NEW TAX REVENUE  ......................................................... 32% 
 ONLY OR MOSTLY SPENDING CUTS ................................................................ 30% 
 
 Only with new tax revenue .................................................................................... 16% 
 Mostly with new tax revenue but with some spending cuts to other services ......... 16 
 
 Equally with new tax revenue and cuts to other services ....................................... 23 
  
 Mostly with spending cuts to other services but some new tax revenue ................ 14 
 Only with spending cuts to other services ............................................................. 16 
  
 DK/NA/REFUSED ................................................................................................. 15 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
This is the last part.  I have just a few questions left for statistical purposes. 
 
32. What is the highest level of education you have fully completed? (READ LIST) 

 
 Less than high school ............................................ 1% 
 High school graduate or GED ................................ 18 
 Some college or Associates Degree ...................... 31 
 Bachelors Degree .................................................. 31 
 Postgraduate or advanced degree ......................... 19 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. * 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
33. As of today, do you consider yourself to be (ROTATE) <a Democrat>, <a Republican>, or an independent? (IF DEMOCRAT OR 

REPUBLICAN:)  Would you say you are a strong <Democrat/Republican> or a not strong <Democrat/Republican>?  (IF NEITHER:) As of 
today, do you lean more to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party? 

 
 DEMOCRATIC ...................................................... 42% 
 REPUBLICAN ....................................................... 30% 
 
 Strong Democrat .................................................... 32% 
 Not strong Democrat .............................................. 5 
 Independent, lean Democratic ............................... 5 
 
 Independent ........................................................... 26 
  
 Independent, lean Republican................................ 7 
 Not strong Republican ........................................... 7 
 Strong Republican ................................................. 16 
  
 Something else (DNR) ........................................... 1 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 1 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34. Thinking in political terms, would you say that you are (ROTATE, KEEPING MODERATE ALWAYS IN THE MIDDLE) Conservative, 

Moderate, or Liberal? 
 
 Liberal .................................................................... 32% 
 Moderate ............................................................... 31 
 Conservative .......................................................... 33 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 5 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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35. Do you or does any member of your household own a gun or rifle? 
 

 YES ....................................................................... 47% 
 
 Yes, self ................................................................. 31% 
 Yes, household ...................................................... 16 
  
 No gun in household .............................................. 44 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 9 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
36. Are you of a Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish-speaking background? (IF NO:) How would you describe your race? (READ LIST) 
 
 White or Caucasian................................................ 78% 
 Hispanic or Latino (DNR) ....................................... 6 
 Asian or Pacific Islander......................................... 3 
 Black or African American ...................................... 3 
 Native American .................................................... 2 
 Something else ...................................................... 3 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 5 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
37. In the 2012 election for president, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama or Republican Mitt Romney? 

 
 Barack Obama ....................................................... 54% 
 Mitt Romney .......................................................... 34 
 
 Other (DNR) .......................................................... 4 
 Did not vote (DNR)................................................. 6 
 -- 
 DK/NA/REFUSED .................................................. 2 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
That completes our survey.  Thank you VERY MUCH for your time. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GENDER 
 
 Male....................................................................... 48% 
 Female .................................................................. 52 
 
SAMPLE 
 
 Landline ................................................................. 59% 
 Mobile .................................................................... 41 

 
 
REGION 
 
 King County ........................................................... 30% 
 Northwest .............................................................. 18 
 Southwest / Peninsula ........................................... 31 
 Eastern Washington ............................................... 21 
 
 
 
 


